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	Father Tim Crellin celebrated 10 years working on Shawmut Avenue on Sunday, Oct. 4.    (Source:Brandon Simes) 


	


St. Stephen’s celebrates 10 years with a ’theologically-centered community organizer’ as vicar

More than 75 worshipers at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church celebrated the 10-year anniversary of the arrival of Father Tim Crellin, the man South End State Rep. Byron Rushing calls a "a spiritually, theologically-centered community organizer," on Sunday, Oct. 4. 

Located on Shawmut Avenue, St. Stephen’s is a small place, but does big work with South End youth, and according to staff and church members, the majority of the credit lies with Crellin.

"[His accomplishments have] just been quite remarkable. ... Tim came into this congregation and just reinvigorated that whole kind of connection to this community and then especially to young people," said Rushing, pointing to Crellin’s efforts to make young people "comfortable." "He has gotten a lot of support from the diocese around that so now they have this really large program of summers and then during the year with teenagers."

The church runs two after-school programs and a summer camp for more than 440 Boston youth at six sites throughout the city at little cost to parents. 

Crellin’s background gives little indication that he’d connect so easily with the church’s teens. 

"I come from the suburbs. I grew up in an all-white suburb of Boston [Sherborn, south of Framingham], but I’ve been working in the city for 20 years. I think it’s just about meeting people where they are and being real and building relationships over the long term. It makes a difference," said Crellin.

Rushing has seen Crellin develop into a force in the city’s most diverse neighborhood.
Crellin arrived fresh from a stint at a church in an affluent area.

"I knew him when he was out in Chestnut Hill. ... He was at one of those snazzy churches. That’s where they put him to learn how to be a priest," joked Rushing.

According to Candice Caines, the church’s warden, Crellin’s ability to communicate in any setting has allowed him to succeed since arriving in the South End in 1999. She notes that if seen on a Sunday, one might wonder, "Would he have a connection with the kids?" But see him in action and it’s a different story. 

"You come here on a regular Thursday, he’ll be in jeans and be real down to earth, mad cool, and he’s dealing with young people," said Caines. And it’s not just the clothes, she says. He breaks down barriers by "knowing how to communicate with them so that they respond to him."

Crellin also speaks Spanish and Italian. For many in the congregation English is not the first language spoken in the home. 

One of the teens Crellin has impacted returned to St. Stephen’s from college on Sunday, not realizing the day commemorated a decade. Addie Gomez, who has worked at St. Stephen’s in a variety of capacities for many years and now substitutes for the after-school program, thought the celebration centered on Crellin’s return from his grant-funded Sabbatical this summer to Israel, Palestine, Italy, and Cost Rica.

"Tim and [Rev.] Liz [Steinhauser, director of youth programs] have made great accomplishments," she said.

Gomez credits the duo, who met at Harvard Divinity, with helping change her perspective and life.

"They taught me that life has so much more than you think," she said. "I have to be a role model, since I saw [my students] everywhere." 

She proudly notes her success: "Look where I am today. I’m at Brandeis. I’m so excited."

Crellin says his accomplishments result from a "great team of people that work hard together, a great congregation that comes every Sunday and supports us, and dreaming big dreams and then just working to try to make them happen, and not taking no for an answer a lot of the time."

Steinhauser, who has worked at St. Stephen’s for six years, said Crellin’s uniqueness, welcoming attitude, and positive risk-taking set him apart from others.

"He’s hilarious, he’s serious, he’s extremely, extremely humble. He genuinely cares deeply about people, about making a real community that’s authentic," she said. "He’s there for people in their celebrations and their sorrows. He has so much integrity and also just a sense of humility. I haven’t ever known anyone quite like Tim. I feel honored to work with him."

As for the future, Steinhauser said they plan to continue their local efforts by helping out at the Blackstone and Hurley schools in the South End, writing a manual of sorts on their work with urban youth, and expanding their reach further throughout the city of Boston. Their programs already extend to Dorchester, Roxbury, Mattapan, and Chelsea.

Rushing hopes Crellin and his staff keep up the good work.

"I think they just need to keep doing what they’re doing, have it grow, and stay connected with this community," he said.
