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Boston kids enjoy jaunt to Trombetta's in Marlborough
Wicked Local 

July 22, 2009
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Caption:  Dozens of children from Boston enjoyed golf, toy building and ice cream Friday at Trombetta’s Farm in Marlborough. Accompanied by their chaperones Celeste Hankey (left) and Jim Hankey (fourth from left), both from the Church of the Holy Spirit, were (left to right), Alenah Garcia, Daneira Springer, Marquis Pinnock, Teshawn Thomas, Keyma Waltower and Mariana Camara. 
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MARLBOROUGH -  On a week when many young visitors came to town for an extended stay via the Fresh Air Fund summer program, one group of children enjoyed a pleasant day at one of Marlborough’s favorite youth hangouts.

More than 50 elementary and middle school children from inner-city Boston came to Trombetta’s Farm last Friday for a round of miniature golf, a session in the wooden toy-building shop, and of course, ice cream.

The group was part of the “B-SAFE” program run by the Episcopal archdiocese of Boston for inner-city youth. 

 

“It started off as an anti-violence program 10 years ago,” explained Jane Tierney, the partner/church coordinator. “Now we’ve achieved that and more. It’s now an enrichment program, with reading and math games and fun activities and trips.”

 

B-SAFE, which stands for Bishop’s Summer Academic and Fun Enrichment, involves more than 50 Episcopal parishes, who take turns sponsoring six neighborhood centers throughout Boston. 

 

“Each parish partners with one of the sites for a week, and provides lunch for the kids, snacks and pays for a fun field trip to get them out of the city,” said Tierney. This week the Church of the Holy Spirit sponsored the group.

 

Many of the children are at risk, she added. Those who have been through the program get the chance to become counselors-in-training and earn money.

 

The group visiting Trombetta’s, led by Site Director Allison Matthews, had a busy week. “We’ve been to the Harvard Museum of Natural History and the Roger Williams Zoo,” Matthews said.

But they clearly were enjoying themselves playing mini-golf at the local farm. 

 

“I like the fact that each of the holes is different,” said Mariana Camara, one of the children. “There are a lot of obstacles here, but it’s fun.”

 

