B-SAFE:  Summer enrichment program at St. Luke's Church a huge success
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The Rev. Edgar Gutierrez-Duart, spiritual leader of the St. Luke’s-San Lucas Episcopal Church on Washington Avenue, is quite proud of the B-Safe Program (Bishop’s Summer Academic and Fun Enrichment Program) that’s taking place at the church this summer. Forty-five children, from first- to fifth-graders, are attending the camp that began last year at the church and has continued this summer. 

“It is a program that combines classes with recreational activities and field trips,” said Rev. Gutierrez-Duart, who serves as chaplain for the camp. “It was great that Bishop Thomas Shaw of our archdiocese decided to bring this program here. It has been greatly successful in Chelsea, where it has filled the gap for many kids who cannot afford a summer youth program.” The five-week program, which is administered by the St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in the South End, costs $75. Children are also given breakfast and lunch. 

Liam Honigsberg, site director for the camp, oversees a staff of three lead counselors, four academic specialists, and nine junior counselors who were hired for summer employment through the Chelsea Collaborative. “This our final week, and we’re really having a good summer,” said Honigsberg, a graduate student at Harvard University and a graduate of University of California at Berkeley. “It’s been a wonderful success. We’ve been on a lot of field trips around Boston to museums and parks, and we’re working on final projects. The kids will be performing in a show this week, and we’re going to have a mural. The kids have been introduced to sports they’ve never played before, like tennis and cricket. 

Honigsberg said the program provides an excellent balance between the academics in the morning and the recreational activities and field trip adventures in the afternoon. “We’ve done on-site activities like Green Day, where we did environmental awareness and made reusable bags and had arts and craft sessions,” said Honigsberg. “We had a globetrotter day, where the children learned about the cultures of different countries.” 

Honigsberg praised the leadership and support of Rev. Gutierrez-Duart, who has made a tremendous impact with his congregation and the community at-large. “Father Gutierrez-Duart is the source of inspiration for us here at the site as far as his energy and benevolence,” said Honigsberg. “I feel he’s been very humble in his role and given us a chance to do our thing and use the facility, but he’s still familiar with all the kids and a huge advocate for the program. He’s been wonderfully supportive and extremely positive with everything that we’ve accomplished.”
