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For City Year Boston, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church and Blackstone Elementary School, Martin Luther King Jr. Day was a day to give back and reflect on what civil rights means today, how King lived his life and how we can all make a difference.
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 City Year Boston challenges youth
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A call to action
At City Year Boston, corp. members and 60 sixth to ninth grade students attended the inaugural Acts of Leadership Youth Conference and heard remarks from Richard Cohen, president of the Southern Poverty Law Center, and Roscoe Cohen, a Boston civic leader and youth worker. Having applied to attend the daylong conference, the students asked questions of the speakers and of themselves, and ultimately looked at how they could make a difference in their own community, just at King did. 

Cohen spoke much of how young people played a role in the civil rights movement - by staging sit-ins and protests throughout the country. He challenged the City Year corp. members and students to take their own stand. "I think it’s also important to remember what brought us this far in the first place. It was not simply the leadership of Dr. King or leaders like Rosa Parks but also the courage of young people."

	[image: image6.jpg]




	   (Source:Kate Vander Wiede) 


	


"Be brave"
"History is not something that we watch, history is something that we make," Cohen told his audience. "And how history remembers us will depend on what we do each and every day of our lives. So listen to your inner voice ... be brave like the students I told you about because they did remarkable things that changed the world and you can too."
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They have a dream
Pictured here: City Year’s Charlie Rose won a t-shirt for answering a one of Cohen’s questions correctly.

Students in the audience spent some of the day reflecting on the messages they were hearing, speaking of starting programs at their community centers, speaking up against bullying and advocating for the passage of the DREAM Act. "In my community, I know a lot of people don’t know about [the DREAM Act], so working with my community to make them aware and then work with everyone around the country to get it passed. We should take things that were done wrong the first time and change that."
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Don’t hold back
Boston civic leader Roscoe Thomas spoke of the history of civil rights in Boston, and his experience with the philosophies of Martin Luther King Jr., the Black Panthers, and his father. Thomas told the youth at the conference that they were capable of fighting youth violence in the city, and of creating their own path. "Never think or allow anyone to ever tell you that you cant make a difference in the community, because you most absolutely can," he said."
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 St. Stephen’s brings volunteers to Blackstone
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Giving back
The St. Stephen’s staff and congregation brought together the The Food Project, Mass Promise, LifeTogether, the Parish of Epiphany of Winchester, the Simmons School of Library Science, Tech Mission, Boston Collegiate Charter School and Northeastern students to continue to make the Blackstone school a better place.

While Mass Promise fellows ran educational and fun workshops for St. Stephen’s children throughout the day Monday, volunteers spent their time at the Blackstone painting classrooms, updating the library and, pictured here, revitalizing the long-forgotten green house. The new green house will grow vegetables, and will be used by one of the science teachers at the school.
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Digging out
Outside, Northeastern students dug out the Blackstone’s back patio so that students would have a place to play during recess. After several snow storms, the back yard has been inaccessible for weeks. During lunch - a welcome break from the cold - City Councilor John Connolly stopped by to thank all the volunteers for their hard work.


