

Unveiling a reason to read
Wednesday Mar 9, 2011

At the Blackstone School on Wednesday, March 2, a new library was unveiled. Over the past several months, over 400 people and a team of weekly volunteers from St. Stephens, Simmons College, and Parish of the Epiphany in Winchester have worked to transform the previously dusty, dark storage area into a vibrant place where students can learn to read and get excited about learning.

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church has led the effort to improve the library, bringing in donations of thousands of books from Barnes and Noble, former teachers, publishers and individuals.

Attending the event was Right Rev. M. Thomas Shaw, bishop of the Episcopal Dioceses of Massachusetts; rector of Parish of the Epiphany in Winchester, Rev. Thomas Brown; executive director of Inquilinos Boricuas en Accion Vanessa Calderon-Rosado; City Councillor John Connolly; Rev. Eugene Lee, pastor of Cornerstone Church; Vicar Tim Crellins from St. Stephen’s; as well as City Year volunteers, parents and staff from Generations Incorporated, a literacy program.

"We want to be a good neighbor," said St. Stephen’s Liz Steinhauser, priest associate and director of youth programs. "We want learning to be fun for kids and really feel like a bright functional library with lots of cool books and a place to gather is part of what makes learning fun, and we are committed, along with other community partners, to turn the school around and we think having a library is a good way to help with this."
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The entertainment
The Cat In The Hat (Kyle Boudreau, St. Stephen’s community organizer) entertained students during the unveiling.

	[image: image3.jpg]




	   (Source:Kelly Davidson) 


	


Getting the kids excited
Interim Principal Antonio Barbosa of the Blackstone Elementary School.
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Bright spaces
The new space uses bright colors, new books and gathering spaces to create interest and excitement in reading.
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A tale of a home
Lalli Lloyd, a parishioner from Trinity Church, read "A Home Of One’s Own" from Trick Of The Tale to a room of Blackstone fourth graders.

