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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church:
A Mission Church of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts
Worship:  We offer one service each Sunday and enjoy an average Sunday attendance of 85 people, with holiday services reaching more than 180 (with Easter 2011 turning out 253!)  There is also a weekly chapel service at St. Stephen’s Church on Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. for youth and their families.  Typical attendance is 10-15 youth.
Formation and Ministry:

· Adult Formation:  We hold adult forums on the first Sunday of every month, with approximately 25-40 people in attendance.  Topics range from Biblical studies to mission trip reports. 
· Christian Education:  We have three classes on Sunday mornings for:  Children of God (ages 2-6), Disciples (ages 7-11), and Apostles (age 12 and up).  Confirmation classes happen in the spring.    
· Young Adult Ministry:  Over the past few years, St. Stephen’s has increased its outreach to young adults, including young parents, college-age volunteers, and Youth Programs alumni ages 18-21.  Activities have included brunch, Bible study, an information session regarding school choice and support (for young parents with children in Boston Public Schools), book group and discussion, and music ministry.  The young adult group has also been involved in our community partnership with the Blackstone Elementary School.  
Fellowship:  We sponsor Sunday potlucks and brunches every other month, and there is a monthly community dinner after the youth chapel service.  We hold community outings approximately 8 times per year as well as a Christmas dinner and community celebrations on Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Three Kings Day, and other special occasions.  
Outreach:  St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church offers an extensive Youths Programs ministry that in total serves more than 600 children and teens in Boston and Chelsea and employs over 90 adults, most on a seasonal basis.  Out of our own parish in the South End, St. Stephen’s has offered an after-school program and the B-SAFE summer program for the past 10 years with about 150 young people attending each.  St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church donates the space and utilities for these programs, a significant investment due to the long hours of the programs and ongoing wear and tear on the building.  The Youth Programs staff also helps the church reach far beyond its neighborhood by organizing and operating youth programs for other parishes in the diocese, based on our successful model.  These include an after-school program at St. Augustine’s and St. Martin’s (St. A&M)  in Lower Roxbury and five other B-SAFE summer program locations at St. A&M., St. Mark’s Church in Dorchester, Epiphany School in Dorchester, St. Luke’s/San Lucas Church in Chelsea, and Church of the Holy Spirit in Mattapan.  Although included as a line item in the parish budget (representing +85% of parish expenses), the Youth Programs staff raises the funds to cover almost all program expenses from parent fees, the diocese, parishes, foundations, and individual gifts.  
Partnership:  St. Stephen’s relies on and creates opportunities for partnerships between churches and peoples across the diocese.  We could not do all that we do without the financial partnership of five committed parishes and the Diocese of Massachusetts, and we could not run the Youth Programs without the financial and volunteer support of the diocese and more than 50 parishes and 900 volunteers. 
For more information, visit www.ststephensbos.org.

